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A LITTLE JOURNEY 
































The Central Hall. Splendidly lighted, with a beautiful band of colored glass inlay 
murals. Note public catalog file at left, and office for the young 
people’s advisor at rear of photo. 


The New Toledo Public Library 

A decorative medallion in the terrazzo floor of the cen¬ 
tral hall of Toledo’s new Public Library bears this inscrip¬ 
tion, ‘‘Toledo Public Library Founded 1838 — Ohio’s First 
Free Public Library.” 

The library thus founded more than 100 years ago has 
become more than a repository of books. The scope of its 
service to the public has constantly widened and of late 
years has very evidently outgrown the facilities provided 
by the old ivy-clad building at Madison Avenue and Ontario 
Street with which generations of Toledo people have made 
a friendly acquaintance. 

Front cover photo by Charles Byers of the Toledo Times, shows the effective use of 
stone, aluminum and glass. 
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A Sound 
Civic 



Investment 


Stairway to second floor, from main entrance vesti¬ 
bule, walled with vitrolite glass in pleasing colors. 


Marking another expansion of Library service for our 
community, as well as the 102nd year of its history, the 
new Toledo Public Library will provide an enrichment of 
knowledge—through its growing collection now ready for 
removal to the new structure—that will add greatly to the 
cultural advantages Toledo possesses in Art, Music, Educa¬ 
tion, Science and Natural History. 

In erecting this new home for “The Peoples’ Univer¬ 
sity”, which has been accomplished at the lowest cost per 
cubic foot of any similar building recently erected in the 
United States, the Board of Trustees has not striven, how¬ 
ever, for economy alone. The objective has been to give to 
the people of Toledo fully adequate housing for their own 
invaluable book collection, the use of which has increased 
over 25% in the past ten years. 

As Benjamin Franklin, the founder of the first public 
Library in America, said —'*An Investment in Knowledge 
Pays the Best Dividends!'* 

BOARD OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES 

Sigmond Sanger, President 

Henry A. Knowlson, Vice-President 

Henry T. Bowers 

Mrs. E. F. Brucker 

George W. Pearson 

Carroll L. Proctor 

R. S. Wenzlau 

Russell J. Schunk, Librarian and Secretary-Treasurer 
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The long-recognized need of better housing for a truly 
great collection of books, monographs, and source material 
in literature, technology and the liberal arts has now been 
met by the construction of the new library building occupy¬ 
ing the block bounded by Michigan Street, Madison Avenue, 
Tenth Street and Adams Street. 

The new library was designed for both beauty and genu¬ 
ine usefulness to the public of Toledo and Northwestern 
Ohio. It represents the most advanced thought in design 
and in service features for practical utility. 

It is entirely appropriate that in a building designed to 
serve Toledo, liberal use is made of Toledo products, and 
particularly of glass, so closely identified with Toledo’s in¬ 
dustrial development. Window spaces run through two 
floors of the building. Rows of glass blocks surrounding 



Charging Counter at right. 









iiiiiiii 

^ippj 


View of Business and Technology Departments, from mezzanine. 


the clear central panes are used not only for ornament but 
also to diffuse the light entering the reading rooms. Six 
large display windows permit the passer-by to be informed 
of items of special interest available in the Library. Red and 
blue structural glass in the vestibule, sun-tan vitrolite in the 
central hall and glass-blocks on the mezzanine floor serve 
functional as well as decorative purposes. 

A beautiful band of glass murals stretching around the 
entire room is the first thing that meets the eye of the visi¬ 
tor entering the central hall or court. These murals, a mod¬ 
ern adaptation of the mosaic method of producing murals, 
depict the various subdivisions of human knowledge. In¬ 
cluded in these are Literature, History, Religion, Art, Music, 
Philosophy, Science, and Commerce. A mirror mural over 
the entrance reflects the entire theme. Knowledge. It is in¬ 
teresting to know that all possible sorts of glass in more than 
eighty different colors and types were used in the develop- 
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Elevators to second and third One of three private cubicles for 

floors, from main vestibule. Business and Technology patrons. 

ment of these murals. Sun-tan vitrolite has been used as a 
wainscoting for the court and all of the huge columns are 
fluted sun-tan glass with a walnut onyx border. 

Floor plans provided in this booklet will serve as a 
guide to visitors and patrons in inspecting and using the 
Library. A cornparison may perhaps be drawn with the mod¬ 
ern department store in the way in which special interests 
are served in departments of their own. Making a circuit of 
the central hall, the service areas run in this sequence: tech¬ 
nology, business, history and travel, biography, general ref¬ 
erence, sociology, philosophy and religion, art and music, 
literature, and fiction. Special conveniences for patrons are 
typified by the individual study cubicles of the vastly im¬ 
portant technology department. Here research workers en¬ 
gaged in constant examination of the records of scientific 
development may work undisturbed and in complete privacy. 

The subject of Local History and Genealogy has its 
own service room on the second floor with accommodations 
for special collections, manuscripts and rare documents deal¬ 
ing with the history of Lucas County and Northwestern 
Ohio, including cases for display of historical material. 
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On the second floor, too, is the Children’s Room, perhaps 
the most beautiful and certainly one of the most appealing 
in the entire building, with its dark knotty pine wainscoting, 
attractive (and sturdy) maple furniture and the altogether 
charming band of jade structural glass on which are por¬ 
trayed famous scenes from classical works appealing to chil¬ 
dren and still fondly held in memory by the older genera¬ 
tion. The Parent-Teacher alcove is for helpful material for 
guidance of educators and parents, while the Story Hour 
Room with its frieze of glass murals dealing with subjects 
from Aesop’s Fables and Mother Goose rhymes forms a per¬ 
fect setting for the telling of children’s tales by librarians 
with special training and aptitude for engaging the chil¬ 
dren’s interest. 

On the third floor is the important Schools Division. 
This is the headquarters for the class-room book collection 


General Reference Room, showing mezzanine floor in rear. One of 18 reading rooms 

for library users. 





MADISON AVE. 



Art-Music-Humanities Reference 
Department. 


Workroom with booklift. which 
adjoins each department. 


service to Toledo schools. At the beginning of the school 
year, teachers visit the Schools Division and make their own 
selection of books to be used in loan collections placed in 
class-rooms for use during the school year. About 450 of 
these sets, each averaging thirty-five books, are supplied by 
the Library every year. 
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View of Literature and Fiction Departments, from mezzanine floor. 


With this resume of the main departments of the new 
Library, let us examine some of the many unusual facilities 
and service and equipment features which it provides. 

The Auditorium on the second floor is a beautifully 
designed room seating 300 persons and intended primarily 
for book reviews and lectures dealing with literature and 
library service. Subject to schedule arrangements it may also 
be used as a meeting place for organizations closely asso¬ 
ciated with library activities. The auditorium is completely 
equipped for the projection of sound motion pictures. 

To expedite service in the circulating department, a 
great deal of attention was devoted to arrangements in the 
large central hall. At the right of the main entrance are 
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On these pages are four of the eight colored glass inlay murals in 


facilities for issuing library cards and returning books. At 
the left is the large counter, with electric bookcharging 
machines, for checking out circulating material. Carefully 
planned work rooms are at the rear of the charging and re¬ 
turning desks. Across the central hall are the information 
service desk and the public catalog of book collections, 
while at the right is an office for a trained assistant for the 
young people, to provide help for those in the transition 
period between juvenile and adult reading needs. 

In addition to the public elevators, an ingenious system 
of electric and-manually operated lifts has been installed to 
speed up the conveying of material from storage stacks to 
public departments and returning them for re-allocating to 
their respective places. Time and effort in handling books 
for the library’s 100,000 patrons are thus conserved and the 
public’s needs more quickly and more efficiently handled. 

Lighting has received careful study, in order to provide 
the right kind and the right amount of light for patrons and 
staff alike. 
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the Central Hall, which depict the sub-divisions of human knowledge. 

Semi-indirect overhead lighting provides general illumi¬ 
nation. Fluorescent light fixtures, the newest development 
in economical, glare-free light, are used to illuminate all 
standing book cases. Aluminum Venetian blinds provide fur¬ 
ther control of the light from the generously large windows. 
Lower shelves of all book cases have been slightly tilted so 
that the titles of all books may be easily read. 

Specialists in library equipment designed and supplied 
the thoughtfully arranged book cases, as well as attendants’ 
desks, readers’ tables, atlas cases, index tables, vertical files 
and in fact the complete working equipment of the library. 
Visitors will note with approval the beauty and durable qual¬ 
ity of the equipment and the attention to detail, such as 
topping tables and desks with inlaid linoleum for resisting 
wear. A maximum of quiet is assured by the use of cork 
acoustical material in all reading room ceilings and rubber 
tile for floor coverings. 

Newly developed telephone and intercommunicating de¬ 
vices were selected in order to provide rapid and efficient 
service to the public. 
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Beautiful murals of colored glass in the Children’s Room illustrate famous scenes 
from classical works appealing to children. 


• 

The location of staff work rooms and office areas has 
been carefully planned. An unusual feature of the main floor 
is the use of standing book cases rather than walls for sepa¬ 
rating the departments, thus conserving floor space, reducing 
construction costs and facilitating proper heating and ven¬ 
tilating. 
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The Children’s Room, on second floor, is one of a suite of three designed for the 
use of the youngest readers. 
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• 

The same ingenious structural principle is used in the 
two basement levels, the steel book stack columns—some 
four thousand on each level—supporting the weight of the 
entire main floor. Generous provision for future additions 
of books is found in the fact that the two lower levels will 
house 1,100,000 volumes. 


TENTH ST. 
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Local History and Genealogy Room, for assembling valuable documents, books and 
records which concern the history of our community. 


Newspaper reading rooms include equipment for current 
and back files, and bound newspaper volumes. The separate 
entrance to the newspaper reading rooms is on the Adams 
Street side of the building. 

Valuable and rare book and manuscript collections will 
be specially protected in a fireproof vault with solid concrete 
walls. 

The Microfilm Department with dark room and special 
equipment makes possible photographic reproductions and 
permanent records of rare and out-of-print material. 

Other facilities of this completely organized library in¬ 
clude efficiently planned administrative offices, catalog, book 
repairing and printing and mechanical departments such as 
the carpenter and paint shop, shipping and branch bin room, 
boiler room and service garage. 

To give good books the care they deserve and to make 
these books readily available to the public, to extend the 
use of books in scientific pursuits, literature and the general 
broadening of knowledge—these are the purposes for which 
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Auditorium on second floor, with seats for 300, for lectures, public gatherings, etc. 
It has a stage, and equipment for projection of sound and silent educational 
“movies” and slides. 


the new library has been planned. To this end every care has 
been devoted. It is the hope of those who have given thought 
and effort to its erection that the new building may serve 
well the reading public of our community. 


TENTH ST. 



THIRD FLOOR PLAN - MICHIGAN ST. 
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ADAMS ST. 















































Large book selection room, for library workers, and for small public groups. 


One view of Administrative offices shown below. 
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The Board Room and Librarian’s office, adjoining administrative offices on 
second floor. 


The Library Building 

By Alfred A, Hahn, Architect 
of Hahn and Hayes, Architects and Engineers 

It may seem unnecessary to describe further the build¬ 
ing which herein is so amply illustrated by photographs and 
floor diagrams. 

However, an Architectural work has two aspects: artis¬ 
tic, in its plastic and general dispositions; and utilitarian, 
in its solution of definite problems imposed by the client. 

With the splendid down-town site chosen for the new 
library, formerly occupied by the old Toledo Central High 
School erected in 1854, with dimensions of 482' x 200', the 
building measures 244' x 160'—ideal proportions for a public 
library building. 

Three objectives have been kept in mind in designing 
the building: 

1—To make available to the reading public the present 
collection of 400,000 volumes in many different fields of 
knowledge with maximum convenience, and to enable the 
Library to increase its many distinctive services to readers, 
students and educators of Northwestern Ohio. 
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2— To permit flexible expansion of the collection to 
1,500,000 volumes during the estimated efficient life of the 
structure. Additional construction is possible on the Adams 
Street side, without detracting from the present building. 

3— To give proper physical care to the valuable book col¬ 
lection, and the larger collection which will be developed 
through the years. Fireproof, easily-maintained, amply 
lighted and splendidly-equipped—the building has modern 
facilities for air-conditioning that will protect the book col¬ 
lection against dust, vermin, chemical fumes and dampness, 
as well as providing healthful air conditions for library users. 

The people of Toledo, we know, will appreciate the 
utility as well as the beauty of the Library—for which the 
general and sub-contractors and suppliers have striven 
wholeheartedly in its construction. 

• 

These Firms helped build and equip the Toledo Public Library 

ART IRON & WIRE WORKS, INC. 

Structural Iron 

THE ART MOSAIC & TILE CO. 

Terrazzo Floors 

F. C. BIEBESHEIMER & SONS 
Plumbing 

FRED CHRISTEN & SONS 

- Roofing 

DE VRY CORPORATION 
Projection Equipment 

TED DONOHER LIGHTING STUDIO, INC. 

Lighting Fixtures 

THE JOHN HARSCH BRONZE & FOUNDRY CO. 

Aluminum Work, Exterior and Interior 

HAUGHTON ELEVATOR COMPANY 
Elevators and Booklifts 

THE HAUSMAN STEEL COMPANY 

Re-inforcing Steel and Forms 

I. E. ILGENFRITZ’ SONS CO. 

Landscaping 

LIBBEY-OWENS-FORD GLASS CO. 

Mfrs. Structural Glass, Vitrolite, Glass Murals 

JAMES McAULEY 
Plastering 

FRANK MESSER & SONS, INC. 

General Contractors 

METROPOLITAN MOTION PICTURE CO. 

Projection Machine 

THE MILLS COMPANY 
Metal Glazed Partitions 
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OHIO PLATE GLASS CO. 

Distributors, Structural Glass, Vitrolite and Glass Murals 

OWENS-ILLINOIS GLASS CO. 

Structural Glass Block and Fiberglas Filters 

PARK LAWN & SUPPLY CO. 

Grounds Equipment 

LIBRARY BUREAU, division of 
REMINGTON-RAND COMPANY, INC. 

Movable Furniture, Catalog Cases and Files 

ROLSCREEN COMPANY 
Venetian Blinds 

ROMANOFF ELECTRIC CO. 

Complete Electrical Installation 

J. SIMON & COMPANY 
Painting 

SUSSMAN ASBESTOS CO. 

Asbestos Pipe Covering 

TIFFIN SCENIC STUDIOS 
Stage Equipment and Drapes 

Toledo Lighting Studio Dept, of 
THE GROSS ELECTRIC FIXTURE CO. 
Fluorescent Lighting 

TOLEDO PARLOR FURNITURE CO. 

Lounge Furniture 

TOLEDO PLASTER & SUPPLY CO. 

Builders’ Supplies 

TRUEHAFT BROS. 

Mastic Tile, Carpets and Rugs 

VAN NEST JANITOR SUPPLY CO. 

Lavatory Equipment 

HAROLD E. WALTZ, PHOTOGRAPHS 
Progress Photographs 

THE WOODVILLE LIME PRODUCTS CO. 

Lime Products 

• 

This Booklet prepared for 

The Public Relations Committee of The Toledo Public Library 
by The Library Committee of 
THE ADVERTISING CLUB OF TOLEDO 
with the co-operation of 

HAROLD E. WALTZ 
Photographic Illustrations 

HAMLIN, COEN & GLASENER 
Artwork 

SEIDEL-FARRIS, INC. 

TOLEDO COLORTYPE CO. 

120-line Halftone Engravings 

THE SUPERIOR TYPESETTING CO. 
Typography—Bookman Roman and Italic 

Printed on Ivory High Finish Velour 
Enamel Book, from 

PAPER MERCHANTS, INCORPORATED 



View of the Michigan Street facade showing main entrance. Of bufif Indiana lime¬ 
stone, with stainless aluminum trim around the tall windows which are of clear 
glass and glass block for controlled diffused lighting of the reading rooms. Six large 
display windows will hold exhibits of modern library material. 


Erection o£ the new Toledo Public Library 
was begun in December 1938 with demolition 
o£ the old Central High School building and 
clearing o£ the site. 

Actual construction o£ the library was 
started April 24th, 1939 and completed in 
July, 1940. 

The work was carried on under the super¬ 
vision o£ the £ollowing Building Committee 
o£ the Library Board. 

HENRY A. KNOWLSON, Chairman 
HENRY T. BOWERS 
MRS. E. F. BRUCKER 
C. B. RAIRDON 
R. S. WENZLAU 


Printed in U. S. A. 

















